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Wild Horse and Burro Program Talking Points – July 2010 

As the U.S. Department of Interior moves forward on the Wild Horse and Burro 

Program Strategy, BLM should consider working with Conservation Districts in the 

Western states. 

 Conservation districts work with landowners to help them be better stewards of 

the environment while providing the maximum level of ecosystem services (or 

public benefits) as possible. Some of the landscape scale projects involving 

conservation districts include sage grouse restoration and monitoring, removal of 

invasive species like tamarisk and cheatgrass, and restoration and reseeding work 

after devastating wildfires.  

 Increasing populations of wild horses and burros affect not only ranchers and 

other private landowners, but it also affects cultural and historical sites; reduces 

forage for wildlife habitat, which imperils threatened and endangered species; and 

creates uncertainty for landowners to continue conservation practices.  

 The Wild Free Roaming Horses and Burros Act was passed in response to 

declining populations of wild horses and burros. The Act gave BLM two 

management tools for when populations rebounded to unsustainable levels: the 

removal of excess animals for sale or humane euthanasia. Opponents of these 

management tools propose a laissez-faire approach, letting the populations of wild 

horses and burros self-regulate. These methods have never been used, due to a 

rider attached nearly every year to the Interior appropriations.  

 

 Current methods used by the BLM are adoption and fertility control. Both are at a 

great expense to taxpayer dollars, and not effective at managing the populations 

sustainably. Wild horse and burro populations on public lands must be properly 

managed to prevent degradation of rangeland resources and to minimize expense 

to the tax-paying public. We urge BLM to continue managing wild horse and 

burro populations to balance their impacts on rangeland resources with other 

public land uses while protecting the resource base. Excess horses and burros 

should be removed on an annual basis, using the least costly, humane methods 

and programs. Excess horses and burros that are not immediately adopted should 

be sold to the highest bidder to avoid extreme costs of caring for the horses and 

burros. 

 

 The costs gathering wild horses and burros and adopting them out are going up 

from about $900 to $1300 per horse, not because of contractors doing the work, 

but mainly because of ensuring safety for public observation during the gathers. 

There’s the cost of restroom facilities, law enforcement, and increased staff – all 

this to assuage the demands of animal rights activists who want to be able to 

observe horse gathers.  
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 The approaches undertaken by BLM thus far cater only to animal rights advocates 

and not everyone else. Public involvement should include all stakeholders, not 

just the ones who are most vocal and litigate. This approach sends the message 

that the only way to gain the attention needed to this problem is for landowners to 

litigate.  

 

 Civil action pertaining to the management of wild horses and burros, when the 

issues relate to private lands, should be held at a local court in the state where the 

issue develops. When federal lands are involved, actions should be heard in the 

nearest federal court to the lands where the issue arose. 

 

 Wild horses and burros are not native wildlife. They are feral animals. They 

should not be considered as wildlife and should not be classified as endangered 

species. Nevertheless, BLM needs to establish whether wild horses and burros are 

considered wildlife or livestock and then manage them accordingly. Depending 

on the classification, either state fish and game agencies or state agriculture 

agencies have jurisdiction to work with the wild horses and burros issue.  

 

 Conservation Districts have established well-worn pathways to America’s farms 

and ranches and private landowners. They are trusted by landowners as a reliable 

and consistent nexus of information and conservation implementation. 

Conservation Districts can help with establishing better public engagement and 

monitoring of wild horses and burros.  

 
 

 

 
 


