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Cold Springs Wild Horse Area Temporarily Closed 
 

Vale, Ore. – The Vale District of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) announced today that the Cold 

Springs Horse Management Area will be temporarily closed from July 12 to July 17, 2010 to facilitate the 

capture of wild horses in the Cold Springs Herd Management Area. 

 

Areas temporarily closed to public access will be posted at main entry points with signs and copies of the 

temporary closure notice.  Not all subject lands will be closed during this period.  The public will be 

authorized to use those areas where capture operations are not in progress.   

 

Left unchecked, wild horse and burro numbers can increase by 20 percent or more each year. Wildlife 

populations are kept in check through hunting and natural predators. Because horses and burros are an 

introduced species, they have few natural enemies and are protected from hunting, illegal capture or 

harassment under Federal law.  

 

Each year, BLM in Oregon gathers wild horses and burros to protect land health. The excess animals are 

transported to BLM holding facilities where they are prepared for adoption through the Adopt-A-Horse (or 

Burro) Program. 

 

If you would like to be a part of the gather please contact Tara Martinak, Public Affairs Officer for the BLM 

Burns District at (541) 573-4519 by July 6, 2010 so that your name can be added to the list for this specific 

gather.   

 

Maps of the affected area and other documents associated with this closure are available at the Vale BLM 

District Office, 100 Oregon Street, Vale Oregon 97918 or phone (541) 473-3144 during normal business 

hours 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time. 

 

More information about the BLM’s wild horse and burro program is available online at:  

 

http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/whb/index.php  

 
About the BLM: The BLM manages more land – 253 million surface acres – than any other Federal agency. This land, 

known as the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western States, including Alaska. The Bureau, with 

a budget of about $1 billion, also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. The 

BLM’s multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present 

and future generations. The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, 

mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving natural, historical, cultural, and other resources on public 

lands.    
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