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Chairman Jon Welling hoff
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20426

,
Dear Chairman We)linghoff:

I want to thank you for FERC's diligent and timely review of Ruby Pipeline,
L.L.C.'s application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity under Section 7
of the Natural Gas Act. Ruby sincerely appreciates the Commission Staff's efforts
throughout the critically important and complex environmental review process which
resulted in issuance of a final Environmental Impact Statement on January 8, 2010.

~'n 0 ask for expeditious issuance of a certificate order by no later
thart February 18, 2010. We believe that delaying issuance of an order beyond that
dat could potentililly stpone the start of construction; affect BlM's timing for
issuan . of Decision and Right-of-Way Grant; increase the potential to
encounter nesting migratory bird species in the Project area; increase impacts to animal
life and flora; and increase the probability of winter construction. Additionally, a delayed
issuance could jeopardize Ruby's ability to commission the Project facilities by the
shipper requested March 2011 in-service date, to the detriment of consumers.

As you know, on January 27, 2009, we filed our application requesting (i) a
certificate of public convenience and necessity authorizing the construction, ownership,
and operation of new interstate natural gas pipeline facilities; (ii) a blanket certificate of
public convenience and necessity authorizing Ruby to provide open-access
transportation services with pre-granted abandonment approval; and (iii) a blanket
certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct, operate and/or abandon
certain eligible facilities, and services related thereto. The proposed Project is
comprised of approximately 675 miles of 42-inch-diameter, high pressure natural gas
pipeline linking production areas in the Rocky Mountain region to demand regions in
northem California, Nevada, and the Pacific Northwest.

For several reasons, including the potential for adverse weather, environmental
and biological resource issues, and the needs of our customers, we believe that Ruby
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must receive a final order approving the Project no later than February 18, 2010 to meet
its March 2011 in-service date.

Weather. Timely issuance of a Section 7 certificate order is critical to
ameliorate weather concems during construction. To meet its March 2011 in-service
date, Ruby will have to build significant portions of its pipeline through high country
terrain, which has a construction window shortened by adverse winter weather common
in the late spring and early fall. Winter conditions prolong and substantially complicate
construction. By remaining within the planned construction window, the core aspects of
Ruby's construction (viz., digging trenches, welding pipe, bending and laying pipe, etc.)
can be accomplished more quickly, more efficiently, and more safely than if the ground
is frozen or wet.

Environment. FERC's timely issuance of the requested certificate would also
obviate the potential environmental effects of wintertime construction. While there is no
question that Ruby's construction processes, plans and procedures would be sufficient
to protect the environment under any construction scenario, it is clearly less difficult to
manage soils and right-of-way issues in optimal weather.

Construction is severely degraded by snow and mud, which directly complicate
the ditching process, reduce the ability effectively to segregate soils, and disrupt the
efficient movement of heavy equipment within the approved right-of-way. While these
complications can be managed, it is always better that they be avoided to the maximum
extent possible. It is more difficult and time-consuming to remediate and restore the
right-of-way when construction occurs during the winter.

From a biological resource perspective, a February 18, 2010 order would allow
Ruby to commence its construction prior to the onset of critical habitat protection
windows and prior to most big game hunting seasons. Additionally, if construction is
pushed into late winter or early spring, the probability of Ruby encountering nesting
birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 ("MBTA") in the Project area
increases significantly.

Furthermore, Ruby has made unprecedented and industry-leading
commitments in three voluntary agreements with relevant agency stakeholders for the
protection of Sage-Grouse and Py~my Rabbit species, protection of ESA-listed species,
and protection of migratory birds. These path-breaking agreements require Ruby to
take extraordinary measures, prior to construction, to protect wildlife and habitat.
Issuance of a Certificate order on February 18, 2010 is essential to Ruby's ability to

Those agreements are: (1) Voluntary Conservation Measures in Furtherance of the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act and Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Executive Order No. 13186,
(2) Memorandum of Agreement Between Ruby Pipeline L.L.C. and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Regarding Endangered Species Act Conservation Action Plan for the Ruby Pipeline Project; and
(3) Ruby Project Cooperative Conservation Agreement for the Greater Sage-Grouse and Pygmy
Rabbit.
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implement these important measures. Ruby's ability to carry out these unprecedented
protective activities would be compromised or complicated by a delayed certificate
issuance.

Consumers. Timely issuance of FERC's Section 7 certificate will enable Ruby
to bring much-needed Rocky Mountain gas supplies to demand regions in California,
the Pacific Northwest, and Nevada as soon as possible. These additional natural gas
supplies will replace declining Canadian supplies, increase supply diversity, enhance
pipeline reliability, promote gas-on-gas competition, and provide flexibility and reliability
as renewable energy is developed in the western United States. All of these
marketplace effects will redound to the economic benefit of consumers in the areas
Ruby plans to serve. They should accrue to consumers as soon as possible.

Sustainable Energy Security. A February 1B, 2010 order will also facilitate
timely installation of the critically important energy infrastructure that Ruby represents.
Such infrastructure is needed now, more than ever, to employ thousands of Americans
during the present economic downturn in a project that will, at once, increase America's
energy self-reliance and promote development of sustainable low-carbon and
renewable energy sources.

Thank you again for the Commission's careful and thorough work on Ruby's
certificate application. Your personal leadership, as well as the leadership of your fellow
commissioners, has been critical to the excellence and completeness of the Section 7
process, thus far. In light of the potential impacts to landowners, the environment,
shippers and consumers resulting from a delay, we look forward to working with you to
ensure that the Commission can issue an order approving the Ruby Pipeline Project no
later than February 1B,2010.

Sincerely,

!t:l..~
President

Cc: Commissioner Philip D. Moeller
Commissioner Marc Spitzer
Commissioner John R. Norris
Ms. Kimberly Bose, Secretary


